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MINUTES OF THE MARTLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 1ST JULY 2026 

Present: - Cllr C Geeson (Chair), Cllr P Whitby (Vice Chair), Cllr S Daws, Cllr L Galbraith, Cllr I 

O’Brien Baker, Cllr L Sheridan, Cllr R Staines, Cllr E Thompson 

In attendance: - Mrs L Burgess (Clerk/RFO), District Cllr M Packard, County Cllr P Mulcahy 

Members of the public:- 

The meeting commenced at 7:30 pm 

The chair welcomed Councillors and members of the public to the meeting. 

1. Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr L Burrows 

 

2. Declarations of disclosable pecuniary or local non-pecuniary interest 

There were no declarations of disclosable pecuniary or local non-pecuniary interest. 

 

3. Filling of Parish Councillor vacancies – consider co-option 

There were no applications received 

 

4. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 03.06.26  

Resolution C2026/7a to approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

the 03.06.26 - Approve 

 

5. Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting of Martlesham Parish Council 10.06.26 – 

Resolution C2026/7b to approve the minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting of 

Martlesham Parish Council held on the 10.06.26 - Approve 

 

6. Action from last meeting – on going or on the agenda 

 

7. PUBLIC FORUM 

 

7.1 Reports from District Councillors 

Cllr Thompson reported that he had attended a health scrutiny training session, 

which included learning about who would be scrutinized and how issues are 

consulted on. 

 

Cllr Packard confirmed that the Council’s application for CIL money had been 

approved in full for the sum of £17,927.48.  This was approved on the basis that 

the Parish Council were looking for 50:50 match funding.  A couple of questions 

were raised about consultation and that they did not feel that multi sports 

activities could be played. 
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Cllr Packard also spoke about the parking issues that had been addressed at 

Birchwood Primary School and a response had been received from PC 459 Arlene 

Ell:- 

 

Cllr Packard also confirmed that Bloor Homes were contacting the local Parish 

Councils in respect of the earlier proposal they put forward.  He has confirmed 

that they are Bloor are fairly close to putting in a planning application and they 

are looking to organise meetings with Parish Councils and the Community. 

 

7.2 Report from County Councillors 

Cllr Mulcahy advised  that Suffolk County Council held an extra ordinary meeting 

on Monday to progress the Judicial Review re LGR.  The questions raised in the 

pre action letter had not been answered.  Civil Servants who reviewed the 

proposals felt that the one unitary proposal was strong, and that even though the 

3 unitary proposal met the criteria there was no real reasoning given to why the 

decision was made to follow the route of one unitary.  It should be noted that the 

Secretary of State does not have to follow the recommendations of the Civil 

Servants.  If reasoning had been given it would ensure that it would be easier to 

set up the 3 Unitary Councils.  Legal costs to challenge the decision could come 

from County Reserves and would be in the region of £500,000.00. 

 

Cllr Mulcahy also confirmed that she had met with Martlesham Park and Ride to 

discuss the entry/exit system as it was becoming more noticeable that travellers 

were occupying the space more frequently.  There was concern over the 

vulnerable children and adults within the vicinity. 

 

Cllr Mulcahy also spoke about the vegetation overgrowth over the path on the 

Felixstowe Road.  Whilst some work had been carried out this was clear that this 

was not enough to provide a safe route for pedestrians, people with 

prams/pushchairs and mobility scooters along the Felixstowe Road.  Cllr Mulcahy 

confirmed that she had requested a quote for further work, once received she 

would see if this could be carried out from her highways budget. 
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Cllr Mulcahy spoke about an experimental TRO, this money could potentially 

come from S106 from the Brightwell Lakes Development and would include 

Anson Road, Betts Avenue and hopefully Beardmore Park and Martinside.  This 

could be set up relatively quickly and would be in place for 6 months. 

 

Cllr Mulcahy confirmed that Suffolk Adult Care had been award a “Good” 

standing.  Cllr Staines questioned the status and Cllr Sheridan confirmed that we 

should be proud of this status as all aspects of the care system under went 

rigorous reviewing. 

 

Cllr Mulcahy also spoke about a Space Exhibition taking place at the Hold in 

Ipswich over the summer, it would provide a good family day out. 

 

7.3 To allow member of the public to address business on the agenda 

Cllr Mulcahy was asked by a member of the public whether yellow lines would be 

painted if the TRO was only temporary.  Cllr Mulcahy responded that the lines 

would need to be painted to make the restriction enforceable.  Cllr Mulcahy also 

confirmed that this would separate from any works that involved the A12MRN.  

The business case for which was still on schedule to be submitted at the end of 

the summer.  Monitoring of the TRO would be under the remit of East Suffolk 

District Council. 

 

7.4 Any issues raised by the public 

There were no issued raised by members of the public 

8. Portal Woodlands 

8.1 Update on actions taken and further information following meetings held on 

the 3rd & 10th June 2026 
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8.2 Update from Portal Woodlands Working Group 

Stephanie from the working group provided an update from the working group.  

She advised that weekly meetings were being held with 8-10 people attending.  

They were backed by other volunteers.  At the last meeting they had unpacked 

and collated 5000 leaflets, delivery of which had already begun in and around 

Martlesham & surrounding areas.  Members of the working party would be 

holding a stand in The Square on Saturday and other events are planned 

throughout the summer. 

 

The working group were thanked for their hard work and effects. - Noted 

 

8.3 Selling of merchandise, cash handling 

This item was not discussed.  It should be noted that Item 10 of the Parish 

Council Financial Regulations state:- 

“The Council will not maintain any form of cash float.  All cash received must be 

banked intact.  All payments made in cash by the Clerk/RFO for example for 

postage or minor stationary items shall be refunded on a regular basis, at least 

quarterly”. 

Item to be brought forward to the next meeting - Noted 

 

8.4 Pledge Agreement Template 

Councillors were provided with draft wording for the pledge agreement template.  

Should members of the public be provided an option for part of their pledge to be 

used for future maintenance of the woods. 

Resolution CO26/7c to provide a tick box on the pledge agreement template for 

people to opt into any money remaining from their pledge after the purchase price 

has been taken to be used to future maintenance of Portal Woods - Agreed 

 

8.5 Meeting with head of Estate for Norfolk & Suffolk Police 

Councillors discussed the meeting that had been offered by the Head of Estates 

for Norfolk & Suffolk Police. 

Resolution CO26/7d for the Clerk to request details of what Norfolk & Suffolk 

wish to discuss and should Councillors to go ahead with the meeting, this should 

be attended by the Clerk, Planning & Projects Officer, Councillors who wish to 

attend and in the presence of legal representation.  There will be no delegated 

authority for decision making should the meeting go head – Agreed 

 

8.6 If the Parish Council offer is not accepted, our they prepared to bid against 

another public body 

Councillors discussed whether there were any rules about bidding against another 

public body. 
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Resolution CO26/7e should this question be raised prior to the next meeting the 

Clerk to seek legal advice - Agreed 

 

8.7 Comments for Press Release 

Councillors were provided with a draft press release 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resolution CO26/7f for the draft press release to be used in our communications – 

Agreed 

 

9. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

9.1 Payments made between meetings 

Councillors were provided with details of payment made between meetings 

 Resolution C2026/7g to ratify the payments made – Agreed 
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9.2 Payment pending between meetings 

 

 

 

Councillors were provided with details of payment pending between meetings 

Resolution C2026/7h to pay the payments pending between meetings - Agreed 

 

 

9.3 Receipts between meetings 

 

Councillors were provide with details of income received between meetings - Noted 

9.4 Income & Expenditure Account & budget monitoring 

Councillors were provided with details of the income and expenditure to date.  

The income and expenditure is showing as expected for this time of the financial 

year, with the exception to cost centre 206 – Trees & hedges.  There is over spend 
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here due to the tree survey that was carried out and there will be invoices to add 

for work undertaken - Noted 

 

9.5 Monthly bank reconciliations  

Councillors were provided with monthly bank reconciliations and bank statements to 

the end of May.  These were showing as reconciled. 

Resolution C2026/7i to approve the bank reconciliations – Agreed 

 

9.6 Grant Policy 

Councillors were asked to consider the updated Grant Policy/Application Form, 

amendments for applications are the inclusion of Health & Safety & Safeguarding 

Policies were required and that applications would be considered for grants 

between £1.00 and £2,000.00 –  

Resolution CO26/7j to adopt the updated Grant Policy/Application Form - Agreed 

 

10. To consider reports & recommendations from committees 

10.1 DETC – minutes from the DETC meeting 17.06.26 

Resolution C2026/7k to approve the minutes of the DETC meeting held on the 

17.06.26 - Agreed 

10.2 Recommendation D2026/6l to set up a working group for the 20mph speed 

limit and agree draft terms of reference  

Resolution C2026/7m to set up a working group for the 20mph speed limit with 

the terms of reference provided to Councillors. The working party to include Cllr 

Daws, Planning & Project Officer and a member of the Speedwatch team - 

Agreed 

10.3 Recommendation D2026/6b to run a photograph competition around the 

neighbourhood plan theme 

Resolution C2026/7n to run a photograph competition around the 

neighbourhood plan themes, small prizes to be awarded as an incentive – Agreed 

 

10.4 Communication Protocol 

This item was not fully discussed 

Recommendation CO26/7a to circulate the document and put on the agenda 

for the next meeting - Agreed 

 

10.5 Press & Media Procedure 

This item was not fully discussed 

Recommendation CO2026/7b to circulate the document and put on the 

agenda for the next meeting - Agreed 

 

11. Clerk’s Report 
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11.1 Record of decisions made by the Clerk between meetings, as required by 

the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 

 

Councillors were provide with details of quotes that the Clerk had accept 

between meetings- 

Resolution C2026/7o to ratify the decision made by the Clerk as listed above - 

Agreed 

11.2 Projects update 

The Clerk provided the meeting with an update on current projects:- 
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Updates – Noted 

11.3 Update on Training 

Councillors were reminded of the Councillor Training date on the 5th August in 

place of a full Council meeting.  Training to include GDPR, FOI, Roles & 

Responsibilities within the council, Councillor Basics and Code of Conduct – 

Noted 

 

12. To consider reports from working groups 

12.1 Portal Woodland Working Group/Sale of Portal Woodlands 

An updated has been provided by the Portal Woods Conservation Group and 

provided to Councillors in advance of the meeting – Noted 

12.2 Martlesham Speed Watch 

No update provided 

12.3 Biodiversity Action Plan Steering Committee 

An update from their last meeting was provided to Councillors prior to the 

meeting – Noted 

13. Consultations 

13.1 Local Government Reorganisation 

There was no update provided 

 

13.2 Bloor Homes 

The Clerk had received correspondence from Bloor Home in respect of their 

proposed development off the Foxhall Road.  Bloor were offering a meeting 

to discuss their current plans 

Resolution CO26/7p to accept the offer of a meeting, the Clerk & Planning & 

Project Officer to attend and circulate the dates of the meeting when agreed 

to Councillors – Agreed 

 

13.3 Brightwell Lakes 

The Clerk had received correspondence advising that the next forum meeting 

would be held on the 16th July at Waldringfield between 2pm and 3pm.  This 
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will be a consultation held by SCC in respect of the provision of a primary 

school at Brightwell Lakes 

Resolution CO26/7q the Clerk to attend with Cllr O’Brien Baker – Agreed 

 

14. Recreation Ground Trust (the Parish Council acts as sole trustee in the interests of 

the Trust): to consider any matters other than those within the remit of the 

Recreation & Amenities Committee 

14.1 Anything to report 

There was no report provided 

15. Any reports from representatives of local organisations 

15.1 Martlesham Community Hall Committee 

There was no report provided 

15.2 Any other reports from representatives 

There were no reports received 

16. Items for Martlesham newsletters (August)/Facebook/Instagram/LinkedIn/Website 

16.1 Any suggestions 

Portal Woods Updates 

17. The next item to be taken in camera.  To consider excluding the public and press for 

the next items as their presence would be prejudicial to the public interest due to 

the confidential nature of the matter to be discussed (Public Bodies [Admission to 

Meetings Act]1960) 

Councillors were asked for their agreement to go “in camera” and exclude the public & 

press from the meeting – agreed 

9:00 pm The Public and Press were excluded from the meeting. 

 

18. What has this meeting achieved:- 

• Approval of minutes of previous meetings 

• Agreement to set up a working group for the 20 mph speed limit 

• Agreement to run a photo competition in line with the Themes of the 

Neighbourhood Plan 

• Adopted of the updated Grant Policy & Application Form 

 

The meeting was closed at 9:30 pm 

 

____________________________ 

Chair, 2nd September 2026 


